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It may seem like Iôve 

had a lot to say about 

stewardship, money, 

wealth, and poverty, but 

so did Luke, and many of 

the prophets. This 

lectionary year focuses on 

the Gospel of Luke, and 

one of his primary 

concerns was showing 

Godôs care and concern for the poor. ñBlessed are 

you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 

Godé but woe to you who are rich for you have 

received your consolationò (Luke 6:20, 24). Luke 

was concerned about the economic wellbeing of 

people, literally the poor, the impoverished, the 

hungry, and the unhoused. So, Luke incorporated 

more sayings and parables about wealth and its 

appropriate use than the other gospels. And 

because that was a primary focus for Luke, it has 

been mine as well. 

In October, we are jumping into Stewardship 

Season, a time when we intentionally think about 

our resources and how we give to the church in 

gratitude for Godôs many blessings. Stewardship is 

far more than a single month or season and should 

be a piece of our discipleship journey each season, 

each month, each day. Yet, we focus on 

stewardship and money this month, and we will 

collect your pledge cards on October 26. The 

session will use the total amount pledged to create 

our budget for next year.  

Itôs generally not fun to talk about money, and 

Iôm certainly not very good at it. Yet, it is part of 

our faith and has been from the earliest days of the 

church. Jesus encouraged his disciples to sell 

everything and follow him. The earliest believers in 

Acts shared everything in common with one 

another. (Admittedly, they were expecting Jesus to 

come again any day so they didnôt need to plan for 

the futureé 2000+ years later, we need to do some 

planningé) We need to talk about money, and we 

need to plan for the future of this congregation, 

even when itôs hard.  

The church relies on your gifts to keep the 

doors open and the lights on; to have insurance, 

just in case; to provide for our various ministries 

and activities; to have music and bulletins for 

worship; and, yes, also to have a pastoral leader. 

Expenses have gone up over the last several years, 

not the least of which is the addition of my salary 

to the budget. And, our income hasnôt kept pace. 

Some of that is due to the passing of faithful 

members of the congregation. Some is due to the 

residual effects of the pandemic on attendance. I 

donôt say this to alarm you, as right now, we are in 

an okay financial position. We have savings that 

can be used to cover any budget shortfalls. But 

weôd rather not rely on it, as those savings wonôt 

last forever. 

This congregation is generous! You are 

generous! You give of your time, talents, and 

resources, donating food and materials for church 

events and for our community partners, like the 

CUOC. This is part of stewardship too! Thank you! 

So, when you receive your stewardship letter 

and pledge card in the mail in the next week or so, I 

invite you to put it with your Bible or on your 

coffee table, somewhere that you will notice it. 

And when you see it, thank God for all the ways 

God has provided for you, and ask God for 

guidance in determining how much you could 

pledge to give to God and to Edgewood in 2026. 

Maybe, it will be the same amount as last year. 

Thatôs okay! Maybe, you will feel a nudge to 

contribute a bit more than last year, maybe 0.5% or 

1% more. Thatôs okay too! Maybe, you will feel 
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called to substantially increase your giving or even 

to tithe, which means giving 10% of your income 

to the church.  

There is no expectation for how much you 

pledge and give to the church. Every bit helps. 

Every pledge helps us to plan for Edgewoodôs 

future, for another 75 years of worship, fellowship, 

and service. In writing to the Corinthian church a 

second time, Paul urged them, in chapter 8, to be 

generous in giving, saying, ñFor if the eagerness is 

there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 

has, not according to what one does not haveò (2 

Corinthians 8:12).  

We hope that each member will prayerfully 

consider their offerings to the church and turn in a 

pledge card on or before October 26. Your pledge 

is a way to say thank you to God and show support 

for your church. 

 

 

In faith, hope, & love,  

    
919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 
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Upcoming Services & Sermons 

10/5/25     ñInvitation to the Feastò      Luke 14:15-24; Revelation 19:6-10 World Communion Sunday 

10/12/25  ñA Story of Exile & Hopeò     Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Luke 17:11-19 

10/19/25  ñThe Christian Storyò      2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 Quilt Dedication Sunday 

10/26/25  ñOur Part in the Storyò      Joel 2:23-32; Luke 18:9-14 Stewardship Sunday 

11/2/25     ñInheritanceò      Ephesians 1:1-23; Luke 6:20-31 All Saintsô Sunday 

Scheduled Special Offerings 

10/5/25 ï Marshall Presbyterian Church 

11/2/25 ï 2Â a Meal 

IŜŀŘ ¦ǎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

WŜŀƴ aŎ{ǿŀƛƴ 

Prayer Family of the Week  
       5 Martha Maddox 

     12 Teresa Mangum 

     19 Pastor Sara Martin & Family 

     26 Ernestine & Darrell Matthews 

October Birthdays  
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   Many, many thanks 

to Patsy McBryde for 

her service as our 

Administrative 

Assistant. She joined 

the staff in September 

2019, working part-

time to publish the 

weekly bulletins and 

monthly newsletters, and providing a regular 

staff presence for the church, particularly during 

the years when the church did not have a pastor 

and through the pandemic. Patsy continued to 

provide administrative support to Sara as she 

settled into her new role as pastor. Patsy has 

chosen to step down from her position as the 

administrative assistant, but she will continue to 

assist with printing the bulletins and newsletters 

on a volunteer basis. Thank you, Patsy, for your 

6 years of employed service and the many more 

years of work in, around, and for the church! 

TREASURERôS REPORT 
 

JUNE TOTALS 

Receipts    $11,404.23 

Expenses    $  9,883.57 

Receipts - Expenses   $  1,520.66 

Special Offerings: 

     Memorial Gifts        $400.00      

     PCUSA Pentecost Offering      $188.00 

     CUOC Back Pack Pals       $  81.00 

 

JULY TOTALS 

Receipts    $  7,548.71 

Expenses    $  9,832.23 

Receipts - Expenses               ($ 2,283.52) 

Special Offerings: 

     CUOC Back Pack Pals  $       46.79 

 

AUGUST TOTALS 

Receipts    $  6,477.29 

Expenses    $10,515.08 

Receipts - Expenses               ($ 4,037.09) 

Special Offerings: 

     Marshall Presbyterian  $    492.95 

     Wounded Warriors  $    275.00 

 

JANUARYðAUGUST TOTALS 

Receipts    $73,336.16 

Expenses    $84,206.69 

Receipts - Expenses              ($10,870.53) 

 

Congratulations Adelyn! 

Adelyn Byrd won ñBest in Showò 

ribbon for her quilt in the Grades 6 - 8 

category at the Lee Regional Fair. She 

got her initial lessons in quilting with 

the Edgewood Piece-Makers. 
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WOW!  Our picnic was great - good food and 

good fellowship. It was Saturday, September 20, with 

36 people attending. It was so good to hear 

the laughter, teasing, and cheers during BINGO. We 

had the best fellowship. 

A big thank you to our chefs Chip McBryde, 

Johnny Sellars, and Kelly Boyce. Thank you to all 

who prepared food, decorated, monitored the tables, 

and cleaned up. Thank you to the people who 

donated BINGO prizes, food certificates, and to our 

own BINGO caller, Dave Mead. Thanks to Jerry and 

Connie for taking pictures. Stop by the bulletin 

boards and see their pictures. 

We are so lucky to have this great church and 

great church members who care and participate in our 

events. 

Mark your calendars for our Thanksgiving 

luncheon Sunday, November 16 from 12:00pm to 

2:00pm. Signup sheets will be out in November. 

Debra Wall: Chair 

Fellowship Committee 
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Quilt Tickets Available! 

The Edgewood Piece-Makers sewing group 

has completed a new quilt that will be won by the 

owner of a ticket to be drawn on November 16, 

2025. Get your tickets from a member of the 

Presbyterian Women. Get 1 ticket with a $1.00 

donation or get 6 tickets with a $5.00 donation. The 

proceeds go to Presbyterian Women mission 

projects. 
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 Communications Committee 

September was a busy month for us. We 

continue to record and post the worship service 

videos, update the website, take pictures and post 

them on the bulletin boards (15 sheets of pictures 

this month). We took over 140 pictures at the 

picnic, sorted through and edited them to organize 

and print 7 sheets of photos from the event, and 

posted them for your enjoyment. Take a look at 

the bulletin boards in the hallway and in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Johnny provided pictures of the roof repair 

and the picture of the adult Sunday School class 

that we used on the bulletin board. We welcome 

pictures from everyone! 

And, of course, the newsletter is a product of 

this committee. 

Connie WynnðChair 

    

Property and Grounds 

New shingles were installed on the roof over 

the Sunday school rooms on September 9. A hole 

was discovered in the boards under some of the 

shingles which was probably the source of the 

leak that damaged the ceiling in the pastorôs 

office. Repair of that ceiling is our next major 

project. 

Johnny Sellars: Chair 

 
Missions Committee 

CUOC Donations for October 

We are collecting soup and even more 

canned vegetables for CUOC during the 

month of October.  

Steve Womack: Chair 

Thank you all for donating 198 pounds 

of mostly canned vegetables to CUOC in 

September. Thank you Kathie and Steve for 

delivering all of this to CUOC. 

(Thank you Johnny, for the pictures.) 

Thank you 

Rev. Dr. Sue 

Hudson for 

filling in for 

Pastor Sara on 

September 28. 


