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In January, I started a series on the list of my 

core convictions, those thoughts and beliefs that 

underlie what I think, say, and do, and I invited you 

into respectful conversation of these ideas as we 

grow in our lives of faith together. 

Conviction #1:  

 We are loved, just as we are, by God. 

Conviction #2: 

 Conviction #1 applies to each human being 

as we are all created in Godôs image. 

Conviction #3: 

 Just as we are loved, so too are we called to 

love one another, to love each human being. 

Jesus told his disciples, ñI give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one anotherò (John 

13:34-35). In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, 

ñYou have heard that it was said, óYou shall love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy.ô But I say to 

you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute youé. For if you love [only] those who 

love you, what reward do you have?ò (Matthew 

5:43-44, 46). 

Itôs relatively easy to love our family and 

friends (some days more than others). Itôs not too 

hard to extend that love ï compassion and a desire 

for the otherôs wellbeing ï to acquaintances and 

those like us. But it can be hard, even supremely 

challenging, to love others who are different, who 

are diametrically opposed to what we think and 

believe, and those who donôt or wonôt love us in 

return. But Jesus didnôt limit who we are supposed 

love. 

We often hear about how Jesus ate with sinners 

and tax-collectors, the misfits and outcasts of his 

day. But he also ate with 

the Scribes and 

Pharisees, religious 

leaders, some of whom 

sought to trick him into 

blasphemy and would 

later turn against him and 

seek his death. Now, you 

might say that eating 

with someone is not the same as loving them, and 

you might be right. But I believe that Jesus loved 

and cared about the wellbeing ï body, mind, and 

spirit ï of everyone with whom he came in contact 

and shared a meal. In Jesusô life and ministry, we 

learn how we are supposed to love one another, to 

care for one another. 

Our circle of love should not be limited to 

family, friends, those like us, or those in close 

proximity. We are invited and urged to stretch our 

arms to embrace and hold the world and to add 

leaves and chairs to our table so that there is room 

for everyone.  

Yet, if thatôs just too much to ask right now, see 

if you can stretch a little, add one more chair, find 

room in your heart for someone or a group that you 

have held at armôs length so far. One step at a time. 

One chair at a time. One person at a time. Love will 

grow. 

You are loved. We all are loved. Let us love 

one another! 

 

In faith, hope, & love, 

 

 

919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 
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Upcoming Services & Sermons 

3/1/26      ñIn the Shadeò      Psalm 121; Genesis 12:1-4 

3/8/26      ñIn Need of Waterò      Psalm 95; Exodus 17:1-7 

3/15/26    ñFrom the Inside Outò  John 9; 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

3/22/26    ñFrom the Graveò      John 11; Psalm 130 

3/29/26    Palm & Passion Sunday 

March  
Prayer Family of the Week  
       1 Gerald & Anne Thomas 

       8 Debra & Spencer Wall 

     15 Dr. Erin Cooper Watson 

     22 Wilson & Dawn Weathers 

     29 Jonathan & Maggie Wester and Kylie 

March Birthdays  

IŜŀŘ 9ƭŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘ 
tŀǘǎȅ aŎ.ǊȅŘŜ 

Scheduled Special Offerings 

 3/1/26  - 2 Â a Meal 

 4/5/26  - PC(USA) One Great Hour of Sharing 
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Helen Wicker Weathers 

September 10, 1934ðJanuary 31, 2026 

We lost another longtime dedicated Edgewood member on 

January 31, 2026. Helen Weathers served our church in many 

capacities for many years, but was best remembered for her service 

as treasurer for over 40 years. She was given the Presbyterian 

Women Honorary Lifetime Membership Award in 1991 for her 

service to our church.  

We offer our prayers and sympathy to Wilson and all the family. 

We offer special prayers for Wilson, having lost both his father and 

mother in a period of less than 2 months. 

 



с 

Fellowship Committee 

We look forward to another successful year of exciting 

gatherings. This is a list of events we have scheduled for 2026.  

3/15/26    Soup & Sandwich Lunch (12-2 pm)  

5/17/26    75th Anniversary Celebration    

        (committee to be formed) 

5/24/26    Pentecost Cupcakes (after worship)  

7/25/26    Ice Cream Social with Bingo (2-4 pm)  

9/19/26    Church Picnic with Bingo (4-6 pm)  

11/15/26  Thanksgiving Luncheon (12-2 pm)  

12/5/26    Christmas Party (3-5 pm)  

Debra Wall: Chair 

Communications 

Committee 

We continue to perform our 

routine updates of the website, 

producing the newsletter, posting 

worship videos, and posting pictures 

on the bulletin boards. If you want 

to keep up with our church 

activities, check out the pictures on 

the worship board in the hallway. 

We posted 7 new sheets of pictures 

in February. One of them reveals 

the new name of our adult Sunday 

School class. 

We printed signs and a signup 

sheet for the upcoming March 15th 

Soup & Sandwich event. 

When we did not have in-person 

church services on January 25 and 

February 1, Sara recorded, edited, 

and posted the worship services on 

Facebook. Erin recorded the music, 

Sara added it to her recording of the 

services. A special thanks to them 

for their extra effort to make the 

services available to us. 

Connie Wynn: Chair 

Property & Grounds 

Committee 

The issue with the floor in the 

sanctuary is getting worse. Some of the 

boards in the floor are separating from 

each other and from the walls. We donôt 

know if there is a structural problem or 

if it is something less serious. I had a 

contractor look at it and he advised us to 

have an engineer investigate and 

recommend how to fix it. The session 

has approved hiring an engineer to look 

at the problem. 

Johnny Sellars: Chair 

Christian Education Committee 

Our committee met February 22 to plan activities for coming 

months. 

On March 15, along with the Soup & Sandwich lunch, we 

will have Easter themed activities - fun and games for all ages. 

We will not have an Easter egg hunt. 

On April 5, Easter Sunday, we will distribute crocheted 

crosses to everyone in the sanctuary. The crosses were donated 

by Jean McSwain. 

Our committee will meet again on April 26 to discuss 

Vacation Bible School. 

Nancy Mead: Chair 
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CUOC Donations for March 

We are collecting 

pasta noodles, mac & 

cheese, spaghetti 

noodles, penne, 

fettuccine, and 

hamburger helper for 

CUOC. 

Missions Committee 

Blanket Sunday 

We received $350.00 in donations for 

blankets. Thanks to everyone who contributed. 

Update 

The January canned vegetable donations 

to CUOC weighed 144 pounds! Thank you 

Steve and Kathie for delivering all this. 

More Hats 

Sara delivered 20 more 

knitted hats to CUOC this 

month. 

Thanks to everyone for your generous 

support of all our mission projects. 

Steve Womack: Chair 

The February collection of canned soup 

for CUOC weighed 75 pounds. Thank you 

Connie for making the delivery. 


