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     At the end of the month comes 
Halloween.  As a child, this was one of 
my favorite holidays, simply because of 
all the candy I could get.  When I was a 
young boy, it was safe to get homemade 
goodies from our neighbors and 
complete strangers.  Amidst the 
chocolate bars and bubble gum I would 
find cellophane wrapped homemade 
popcorn balls, caramel apples, and 
cupcakes.  A sugary bliss awaited me at 
the end of a night of ringing doorbells 
and shouting “Trick or Treat!” 
     Amidst the overabundance of goodies 
I was given, there would be some 
candies that just didn’t measure up.  My 
taste buds rejected those strange hard 
candies that had a strawberry jam 
inside.  You know them.  Their wrapper 
tries to make them look like a 
strawberry.  Red with yellow polka dots 
and green where the tops twist 
together.  They were an abomination to 
me.  Even though I was richly blessed 
with a pile of delightful treats, 
somehow, I felt disappointed.  Those 
strawberry monstrosities ruined the  
 
 

 
pile.  They contaminated all the rest of 
my treasures.  They detracted from the 
joy of Halloween.  They tainted 
everything else.  Looking back, it was 
foolish for me to think that way.  And 
yet, how many of us still 
see the strawberry candies 
in life? 
     The blessings of family and friends 
help us feel so rich.  But then a simple 
misunderstanding damages a 
relationship, and creates alienation.  
Strawberry Candy! 
     Our retirement investments have 
been growing at record rates, but a 
small correction causes a slight dip.  We 
panic and find ourselves filled with 
dread.  Strawberry Candy! 
     COVID has changed the way we do 
things.  But carefully we get back 
together.  We worship together.  We 
have Sunday school together.  We see 
each other.  We laugh together.  We 
rejoice in God’s goodness.  But a year 
and a half later, things aren’t back the 
way things were.  No choir.  No 
fellowship events.  No this.  No that.  
Strawberry Candy!  
     Strawberry candies can be found 
anywhere and everywhere, and can 
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make a world full of wonderful 
sweetness seem damaged.   
      In Philippians 4 the Apostle Paul 
writes, Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by 
prayer and 
petition, with 
thanksgiving, 
present your 
requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
     Paul writes this letter in the midst of 
great personal difficulty.  His life is full of 
Strawberry candies.  But he doesn’t 
surrender.  He rejoices in all God is 
doing.  When life is difficult, he sees the 
faithfulness of God.  When his friends 
fall away, he sees the nearness of God.  
When he has no personal strength, he 
turns to prayer.  Through it all, Paul 
rejoices in God. 
     Has life been dropping Strawberry 
candy in your Halloween bucket?  
Rejoice in the Lord.  Have you been 
worried about the future?  Rejoice in the 
Lord.  Have you been disappointed?  
Rejoice in the Lord. 
     Rejoice and pray!  And God will be 
with you. 
     Wishing you abundant life through 
Christ!                                       ~ Chad~ 

 
 

 

Session Notes 
 

     The next stated session meeting will be 
October 28, at 11:00.  
    The Property and Grounds Committee 
has looked after getting the office painted 
and it looks great! Thanks Johnny and 
Patricia for the improvements. 
 

 
 

 
World Communion Sunday is October 
3, when we will celebrate Holy 
Communion with other Christians 
around the world, remembering 
Christ’s sacrifice for us. 
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Thanks to all 
who read 

scriptures for 
our worship 

services 

 

The PW coordinating 

team will meet October 4, at 2:00.   

The circle will meet October 11, at 11:00.  

Mary Holder will have our lesson 2 on 

Tamar. 

 

NEW WEBSITE! 

 

We have updated our church website! Our 
old website has been neglected because it 
was difficult for a nonprofessional to 
maintain. 

The photos that you see when you open the 
site is an effort to present an attractive and 
inviting image of our church, attempting to 
attract users who are unfamiliar with us. 
Hopefully, some will have enough interest 
to visit us in person. 

For our members, we added direct access 
to our recent newsletters, schedules of 
future events, and direct links to some 
videos that have been published on our 
Facebook page. Included in those video 
links are special musical performances by 
Jeanne Anderson and Tamara Lewis. 

A link to a daily devotional produced by the 
Presbyterian church is available. A link to 
The Bible Gateway is also provided. It 
allows you to search for any book, chapter, 
and verse in multiple bible translations. You 
can even search for a phrase! 

Take a look at the website. 
(www.edgewoodpres.org) It is still in its 
infancy and will be subject to ongoing 
changes. If you have questions, or 
suggestions for improvements, see Jerry. 
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Church in the Park 

 
     First Presbyterian Church is planning 
Church in the Park at Kiwanis Park, 
Sunday, October 17. The morning will 
begin at 10:00 with music (combined 
choirs), worship at 10:30 and concluding 
with lunch after worship.  
     There will be a catered meal ($10 
plate, $5 children under 8). Please let 
Patsy McBryde know if you want to 
participate in the catered meal and 
please pay her by Oct 10, so she can 
reserve Edgewood members‘ meal.  
     A golf cart will be available for 
anyone needing assistance from the 
parking lot to the worship shelter.  
     This is an opportunity to commune 
with God, nature and your fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
     Rev. Chad Neal will hold services at 
Edgewood that Sunday for those who 
prefer not going to the Park. 
 

 

 

 

 

   Psalm 
1 Praise the LORD.[a] 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2 Praise him for his acts of power; 

    praise him for his surpassing 

greatness. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Offerings 

Sarah Wilson Scholarship Fund  $315.00 

(September 12) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+150&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16396a
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*From the Presbyterian Outlook Magazine  


