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Worship ABCs ð Part III  

 During worship on Pentecost (June 8), I began a mini-series on Worship ABCs, 

discussing the different elements of worship, why we do them, and, maybe, why we do 

them the way we do them. In June we talked about gathering; the call to worship and 

hymn of praise; confession, pardon, and Gloria; and Song. In July, we considered the 

Word proclaimed and heard, and the sacraments. Then in August, we considered the 

ways that we respond to Godôs Word and are sent out into the world. 

Affirmation of Faith ï After hearing the Word of God read and proclaimed, we are in-

vited to respond. We do this in several different ways ï song, prayer, the offering, sacra-

ments, and the affirmation of faith. Most of the time we include an affirmation of faith 

after the sermon. This congregation has a history of using the Apostlesô Creed. In the form that we know it, it was 

from the 8th century, though it was based on baptismal liturgies of the previous centuries.1 Thus, it is often referred 

to as the Baptismal Creed. One of the most common questions about the Apostlesô Creed is why we say we believe 

in ñthe holy catholic church.ò In the creed, ñcatholicò is used as an adjective meaning ñuniversalò and is printed 

with a lower case ñc.ò We affirm the universal Church ï church with a capital ñC.ò 

 In keeping with this congregationsô history and hoping to meet the needs of our members with vision challeng-

es, I have committed to using the Apostlesô Creed on the first and third Sundays each month, and often on the fifth 

as well. On the second and fourth Sundays, I draw from creeds found in our Book of Confessions, which is part one 

of the PC(USA)ôs Constitution, as well as from other more contemporary statements of faith and scripture. I try to 

choose an affirmation of faith that resonates with the message or theme of the scripture passages and sermon. I use 

that rationale throughout the worship planning process ï writing the prayers and call to worship and choosing the 

hymns. The purpose of the affirmation of faith is just that ï to affirm our faith, to say, ñI believe,ò in response to 

Godôs Word. The word ñcreedò comes from the Latin ñcredo,ò meaning, I believe.2 

 You may have noticed that when I introduce the affirmation of faith, I generally say ñjoin me in affirming a 

portion of what we believeò because the words of the statement only touch the surface of our faith. We may believe 

many other things that arenôt included. Sometimes I choose to use words from the Brief Statement of Faith focused 

on the Spirit and prayer. But that doesnôt mean that we donôt also believe in God the Creator or in Jesus Christ our 

savior. So, we affirm ña portionò each week, knowing that we are limited in our words and in our understanding 

when it comes to the mystery of God.   

The Offering ï The time of the offering is not just about putting money in the offering plate, though it includes 

that. Our offering is also an offering of ourselves in Christian discipleship before God. God has blessed us with 

gifts, talents, and the breath of life itself. In gratitude to God and in faithful response to hearing Godôs word and 

receiving Godôs grace and forgiveness, we offer ourselves back to God, for service to God. We also give to God 

our tithes and offerings in an act of thanksgiving. All that we have comes from and belongs to God. We are giving 

back to God what God has given to us to use faithfully and responsibly. Our offering also includes the food for 
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CUOC, school supplies, and hats that we donate to help our community. 

 While the monetary offering is being collected, a musical offering is also made ï the Offertory. During this 

time, you are invited to pray, to consider Godôs gifts and your response, to offer yourselves to God anew, each 

time. We conclude the offering sequence by singing the Doxology, from the Greek meaning, roughly, ñwords of 

glory,ò in which we praise God for all that we have been given. 

Prayers of the People ï After the offering, in this congregation, we typically have the Prayers of the People as an-

other response to Godôs word. In different churches, the prayers, affirmation of faith, and the offering occur at dif-

ferent times and in different order. During this time of prayer, we focus specifically on intercessions or petitions, 

prayers for ourselves and others, asking God to provide what is needed. We pray for the church universal, and for 

this church, for our community near and far. We pray for justice and peace in the world and among all nations. We 

pray for those who are struggling, who face illness or injury, and who grieve. We pray for the poor and the op-

pressed. While I generally lead the prayer, it is not to be my prayer, but the prayer of the whole congregation, re-

flecting the longing for wholeness we share. Sometimes I include a response by the congregation, such as ñhear our 

prayer.ò We tend to end the prayers of the people remembering and reciting the prayer Jesus taught his disciples. 

And at the conclusion, the congregation says ñAmen.ò We say, ñso be it,ò ñmay it be so.ò In this way, the congrega-

tion gives assent to the prayer. Together we are the body of Christ, and we join our prayers together for the good of 

all people, by the people. 

Charge & Benediction ï Along with a closing hymn, the Charge and Benediction make up the ñSendingò portion 

of the order of worship. The charge and benediction or blessing occur at the end of the service. They may be of-

fered as charge followed by the blessing OR the blessing and then the charge. I use the former with the charge first. 

I say, ñGo from this place,ò reminding us that our worship and our lives as Christian disciples does not end at the 

church doors, but we are to carry it out into the world. The charge reminds us of our mission to be witnesses to 

Godôs love in the world. The charge also reminds us that the Holy Spirit equips us for this mission. The benediction 

or blessing, on the other hand, is a reminder of Godôs grace that we have heard and experienced through Scripture 

and Sacrament. As it is tied with the charge, it also serves as a reminder of Godôs promise to Abraham and Sarah 

that their descendants were blessed to be a blessing to the world. We are heirs to this promise.  

 The benediction traces back to the Aaronic Blessing found in the book of Numbers: ñThe Lord bless you and 

keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.ò3 One of 

the most common trinitarian benedictions, which I use, more or less, is from 2 Corinthians 13: ñThe grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love, of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.ò3 Some pastors change 

the charge and benediction, tying it thematically to the sermon, for example. I use the same words each week, as for 

me as worshipper in the congregation, it was always a comfort to hear the same blessing. Also, I have it memo-

rized, which means I can focus, not on a piece of paper, 

but on speaking from the heart and speaking to each one 

of you. 

In faith, hope, & love,  

    

 

919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 

* I will be away for Continuing Education, starting September 23. I will be back in the office again on October 1. 
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1 PC(USA) Book of Confessions: Study Edition, Revised 

(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2017), 18-19. 
2 Donald Wilson Stake in The ABCs of Worship: A Concise 

Dictionary, (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 

1992), 54. 
3 PC(USA) Book of Common Worship (Louisville: West-
minster John Knox Press, 2018), 30. 
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Upcoming Services & Sermons 

9/7/25  ñThe Power of óRe-ôò  Jeremiah 18:1-11; Luke 14:25-33 

9/14/25 ñParables of the Lostò  Luke 15:1-10; 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

9/21/25 ñSettling Accountsò  Luke 16:1-13; Amos 8:4-7 

9/28/25 Guest Preacher ï Rev. Dr. Sue Hudson 

10/5/25 ñInvitation to the Feastò  Luke 14:15-24; Revelation 19:6-10       World Communion Sun. 

Pastor Sara makes the Bible Study 

informative, thought provoking, 

interesting, and fun. She 

encourages discussion. 

Schedule Change! 

We have decided to 

discontinue the 11 a.m. 

Bible Study session due 

to little attendance. If 

you are interested in a 

daytime Bible Study 

(now or in the future), 

please let Sara know.  

October 5, 2025 
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Mark your calendar for our church Picnic and 

Bingo afternoon. It is Saturday, September 20, 

2025, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. We are having hot 

dogs and hamburgers with sides and all the fixings 

plus desserts.  

We will play Bingo and you can win prizes 

and gift cards. 

There will be plenty of food, laughter, and 

great fellowship. 

A sign-up sheet is in the hallway so you can 

sign up to bring your favorite dish to share. 

Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided by the 

Fellowship Committee. 

Please plan to come out and join the fun. 

Debra Wall: Chair 

Fellowship Committee 

Property and Grounds Committee 

We are having to make some major building 

repairs in the near future. The shingles over the 

Sunday School rooms must be replaced, and the 

rafters above the pastorôs office must be 

reinforced and the ceiling repaired. 

Johnny SellarsðChair 

Communications Committee 

We continue to perform our routine updates 

of the website, posting the worship service 

videos, and printing and posting pictures on the 

bulletin boards. We printed a sign-up sheet and 

signs advertising the September 20 picnic, and 

printed 600 more quilt raffle tickets.   

Connie WynnðChair 

Quilt Tickets Available! 

The Edgewood Piece-Makers sewing group 

is completing a new quilt that will be won by the 

owner of the ticket to be drawn on November 16, 

2025. Get your tickets from a member of the 

Presbyterian Women. You can get 1 ticket with a 

$1.00 donation or you can get 6 tickets with a 

$5.00 donation. The proceeds go to Presbyterian 

Women mission projects. 

Scheduled Special Offerings  

9/7/25 ï 2 Â a Meal 

10/5/25 ï Marshall Presbyterian Church 

 September Birthdays  
 

Prayer Family of the Week  
       7 Tommy & Joy Holder 

     14 Anna Johns 

     21 Ronnie Kelly & Family 

     28 Jean Lyons 
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Knitted Hats for Babies 

These are a few of the 92 hats that Debra and 

Sara knitted to donate to infants in childrenôs 

hospitals. The preemie and small size hats will be 

donated to Neonatal ICU at Maynard Childrenôs 

Hospital in Greenville, NC. The larger sizes will 

be donated to ECU Health Beaufort Hospital in 

Washington, NC. 

CUOC Donations for September 

CUOC has asked that we donate canned 

vegetables again in the month of September. 

They still have a great need for them. 

Edgewood donated 72 pounds of canned 

vegetables to CUOC in August. Thank you Kathie 

and Steve for making the delivery to CUOC. 
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PW Officers for 2025-2026 Installed 
Dail Dowdy, Sandy Dull, Debra Wall, Trish Sellars, Connie Wynn, 

Teresa Mangum, Joyce McGehee  (not pictured Nancy Mead) 

Edgewood PW 

Our first Circle Meeting 

will be Monday, September 

8, at 2:00 pm. 

Jean will share the 

Introduction and Lesson One 

from the Horizon Bible 

Study, òMary Magdalene, the 

Towerò. 

Joyce and Anne will be 

our hostess. 

We hope you will come 

out and join us! 

Teresa Mangum: 

Moderator 
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Blessing of the Backpacks 

Edgewood students and teachers for the 2025-2026 school year participated in the 

ñBlessing of the Backpacksò on August 10, 2025. 

Our Sunday School teachers for 2025-2026 were recognized on August 10, 2025. They are Steve Womack, 

Teresa Mangum, Nancy Mead, Connie Wynn and Jean McSwain. Not pictured is Stephanie Sellars who 

will be available for the youngest children. 

Jean McSwainðChair 

Teacher Recognition 

Christian Education Committee 
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These four young adults have entered college this year. Wyatt and Kaitlyn are attending CCCC. Brooke 

is attending Campbell University, and Ava is attending ECU. We wish them well in their new adventure. 

College Students 

Exchange Students 

Ron is hosting two exchange students again for the school year. Konstantin comes from Germany 

and Oleh from Ukraine. We welcome them into our church family as well. 

Congratulations Wilson! 

Wilson Weathers retired May 1 after a 32 year career with the state of North 

Carolina. He recently received two prestigious honors from Governor Josh Stein. 

The Order of the Long Leaf Pine is granted to individuals who have shown 

extraordinary service to the state. It is the highest award for state service granted by the 

Office of the Governor. 

The Old North State Award is presented by the governor to recognize ñdedication 

and service beyond expectation and excellence to the Great State of North Carolina. 


