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Core Convictions VI  

In January, I started a series on my core convictions, those thoughts and beliefs that 

underlie what I think, say, and do, and I invited you into respectful conversation of these 

ideas as we grow in our lives of faith together. The first five convictions relate directly to 

each other (see below). For June, we shift a little. 

      Grace abounds, and we should approach life, our relationships,              

       interactions, and activities with grace in mind. 

An essential tenet of Reformed theology is the idea that we are saved by grace through 

faith. This means that our salvation is entirely dependent upon Godôs gift of grace as there 

is nothing we can do to earn it. Even having faith is a gift of Godôs grace.  

Grace is Godôs gift to us, Godôs favor, Godôs blessing. Grace enables us to respond to Godôs call and to say ñyesò 

when Jesus bids us follow. We are able to repent, to turn away from sin and turn toward God because Godôs grace has 

touched us first. The fancy name for this is prevenient grace. Grace not only calls us, but it also transforms us. It gives us 

the capacity to think and act differently than before, to become faithful disciples and loving servants.  

Godôs grace, Godôs loving-kindness, Godôs mercy are limitless. They overflow from God to us. Think of ñmy cup 

overflowsò from Psalm 23: the grace of God not only fills our cup but it spills over the brim. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which God loved us even when we were dead 

through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved - and raised us 

up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come God 

might show the immeasurable riches of Godôs grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 

have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:4-8) 

As we have received Godôs gift of grace, we are encouraged to show grace ï care, concern, mercy, forgiveness ï to 

ourselves and to one another. In Matthewôs Gospel, Jesus told a parable about an unforgiving servant, a man whose own 

debt had been forgiven by the king, but who turned around and refused to show mercy to the one who owed him 

(Matthew 18:23-35). The grace, mercy, and forgiveness shown by God to us should be extended to those around us. 

When someone cuts us off in traffic, we should try ï hard as it is ï to let go of our anger and frustration and respond 

graciously remembering that every so often we too have cut off another driver. But this does not mean looking the other 

way when faced with injustice and oppression or people and situations that cause harm to others. Maybe it means 

listening to both sides of a story before making a judgement. Maybe it means assuming others are not acting out of 

malice, vengeance, or hate when they oppose us.  

Because of the grace of God freely given to us, we should try to show grace to ourselves and to the people around us, 

knowing that they too are recipients of Godôs limitless grace. 

In faith, hope, & love, 

 

919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 
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Previous core convictions: 

1.   We are loved, just as we are, by God. 

2.   Conviction #1 applies to each human being 

as we are all created in Godôs image. 

3.   Just as we are loved, so too are we called to 

love one another, to love each human being. 

4.   There is a place for everyone in Godôs 

beloved community. 

5.   Diversity is, not only important, but 

essential for society, creation, and, thus, also 

Godôs beloved community. 
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June  
Prayer Family of the Week  

       7   Kim Dakdouk 

     14   Ron & Dail Dowdy 

     21   Charles & Sandy Dull 

     28   Mary Holder 

 

June Birthdays   
 

IŜŀŘ 9ƭŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ WǳƴŜ 
WƻƘƴƴȅ {ŜƭƭŀǊǎ 

Scheduled Special Offerings 

 6/7/26 -    Backpack Pals 

 7/5/26 -    Backpack Pals 

TREASURERôS REPORT 

April: 

Receipts      $    6,412.48 

Expenses      $  11,368.43 

Receipts - Expenses             (-$   4,955.95) 

JANUARY - APRIL: 

Receipts      $  33,998.29 

Expenses      $  48,024.21 

Receipts - Expenses            (-$  14,025.92) 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 

PCUSA 1 Great Hour of Sharing   $      356.14 

Communications Committee 

May was a very busy month for us. By far, the 

most time consuming project this month was 

preparation of the video that was presented in the 

fellowship hall during the 75th anniversary 

celebration. Many hours were spent selecting, 

processing, and organizing the material for the 

video. Obviously, it is a challenge to condense 75 

years of history into a short program. Jean 

McSwain helped with the selection of pictures 

from our church scrapbooks. Hundreds of pictures 

were scanned before choosing and editing those 

that were used. Other ñslidesò were created 

specifically for this program. Approximately 150 

selections were included in the 17 minute 

presentation.  

We posted our usual pictures of worship 

services and PW meeting, We also posted pictures 

of Ron Coleyôs retirement and his last production 

at Lee County High School, Debra Wallôs PW 

Lifetime Membership presentation, and pictures 

from our 75th anniversary celebration. (Check out 

the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.) We took 

over 200 pictures during the celebration and 

condensed them into the pictures we posted on the 

bulletin boards. 

The website was updated and the newsletter 

published. 

Connie Wynn: Chair 
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75th Anniversary Celebration Success! 

Our 75th Anniversary Celebration was held Sunday, May 17, 

2026. Everyone seemed to enjoy our church, activities, the 

fellowship, and our food. We estimate 75 people attended. It was 

good to see faces we had not seen in a very long time. 

Everything was beautifully decorated. 

A huge thank you to everyone who made this event possible. 

Everyone who could help in some way helped by getting the 

invitation list together, designing the invitations, addressing the 

envelopes and getting them ready to mail, and decorating the church and fellowship hall. Thank you Jean 

for all the beautiful flower arrangements. Thanks to everyone for helping with planning the events, 

prepping the food, preparing the food, choir practices, and of course the clean up. This was a big event for 

our church. It went very well. 

Thank you Willow, Joyce and Kelly for tending the greeting table and handing out the gifts. Thank you 

Connie and Jerry for all the before pictures, during the event pictures, and the video that was shown during 

the fellowship time. Groups would stand and watch the video and make great comments. They would make 

fun of hair styles and clothes worn years ago. Some older adults saw themselves as kids in their Sunday 

school class. Listening to their stories and teasing each other was entertaining. 

Choir members, you did a great job! 

Our church is the greatest. When there are things to be done everyone steps up and asks what they can 

do and how they can help. It is very much appreciated. 

The shocker of the day was receiving the PW Honorary Lifetime Membership. When Johnny 

summoned me from the fellowship hall to come to the sanctuary during worship service, I thought 

something was wrong. I am very honored to accept this award. Thank you very much. 

Debra Wall: 75th Anniversary Celebration Chair 

Editorôs Note: 

Debra Wall and Jean McSwain are to be commended for their dedication and tireless hard work to 

organize and lead the committee to produce a very successful celebration of our churchôs 75th anniversary. 

Debraôs organizational skill was very apparent in her detailed planning of every item and bringing 

everything together as needed. Her specialty of food ordering, gathering and preparation made the food 

table a highlight of the event. Jeanôs knowledge of the church history and former members, her willingness 

to make phone calls and personally addressing 180 invitations, resulted in the attendance of many visitors. 

Her decoration skill made the church and fellowship hall a beautiful place to celebrate this occasion. 

While the result of much of this work was highly visible, a lot of ñbehind-the-scenesò effort by many 

people helped make this a success. An invitation list was developed, invitations designed, printed, 

addressed and mailed. Booklets organized and printed to give to visitors. Plans for a greeting table, setting 

up the fellowship hall, arranging displays for visitors to see, a thousand things accomplished with many 

people helping. And, of course clean-up afterward. Thanks to everyone working together! 
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