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During Advent in 

1975, the first Chrismon 

tree at Edgewood was 

dedicated, making this 

year the 50th 

anniversary. Many of 

the women in the church 

crafted those first 

ornaments. Over the 

years, they have been retired and replaced, with cross

-stitch in gold frames, as well as donations from Jean 

McSwainôs sisters. Our Chrismon tree today is an 

eclectic mix of materials and design styles, showing 

the changes this church has experienced in the 

decades since its founding. We are to be the church 

reformed and always being reformed by the Holy 

Spirit. And so, we are. 

The use of Christmas trees to celebrate Christmas 

is centuries old. Stories tell us that Martin Luther 

(who sparked the Reformation in the 16th century) 

was the first to have a lit Christmas tree ï lit with 

candles! The Chrismon tree, though, is a relatively 

new holiday tradition, started in 1957 by a woman in 

Virginia who was concerned about the secularization 

of Christmas. The holiday was becoming more and 

more a commercial and social affair, overshadowing 

the religious and spiritual aspects. Frances Kipps 

Spencer of Ascencion Lutheran Church gathered 

leftover materials from wrapping gifts and created 

ornaments of Christôs initials or monograms ï hence 

the name. Other ornaments symbolizing Christôs life 

were added, with a focus on symbols used by the 

early church to identify themselves to one another 

and to indicate meeting places. Chrismons are made 

in white and gold, the colors of purity and majesty. 

Francesô first Chrismons were made to decorate her 

tree at home, bringing the spirituality of the season 

out of the church and into the world. Later, the 

Chrismon tree was also put up in her church, and this 

new holiday practice became a tradition for many 

churches, like ours. 

But, the Chrismons were first intended for use in 

the home. Do you have Chrismons on your Christmas 

tree ï white and gold symbols of Christôs life? I know 

a few folks who do, but it hasnôt been my experience. 

So, to follow Francesô lead, we invited the 

congregation to take home a Chrismon after the 

Hanging of the Greens service on November 30. If 

you werenôt here that day, please pick one up during 

Advent (along with a service bulletin that gives 

information on the different symbols). Take it home 

and decorate your tree, or even a door knob, to help 

keep front and center the meaning of Christmas ï the 

coming of God into the world as a human infant 

whose life, ministry, death, and resurrection bring 

salvation to all! 

In faith, hope, & love, 

 

919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 

À Information on the Chrismons was derived from some of 

the churchôs historical records and from ñChrismons and 

Chrismon Patternsò by James Cooper at https://

www.whychristmas.com/customs/chrismons, accessed 

11/18/2025. 

Our Chrismon Tree ð 50 th  Anniversary  
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Prayer Family of the Week  
      7 Jean McSwain, Trent & LeRoy 

     14 Nancy and Dave Mead 

     21 Rafael Morales & Family 

     28 Drew Morrison 

December Birthdays  
 

IŜŀŘ ¦ǎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊ 

Scheduled December Special Offerings 

12/7/25   - 2Â a Meal 

12/21/25 - PCUSA Christmas Joy Offering 

TREASURERôS REPORT 

OCTOBER TOTALS 

Receipts    $ 6378.45 

Expenses    $ 8941.78 

Receipts - Expenses            (-$ 2563.33) 
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All Saints RemembranceðBetty Bullard and Shelia McNeill who have gone to their eternal rest this year. 
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Our PW also donated 43 knitted hats, 4 scarves 

and 1 pair of earmuffs to CUOC. Almost all were 

taken by clients the first day they were made 

available. Thanks to Connie for delivering them. 

Debra delivered 131 pounds of ñBreakfast 

Bundlesò that the PW assembled at their 

November 10th meeting.  They will help feed 

school kids during Christmas holidays.  

Presbyterian Women Missions  


