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I don’t know about you, but I am ready to get back to normal. I wasn’t expecting to 

feel that way, but my summer hasn’t shaped up the way I expected either. If things had 

gone as planned, I might have wanted to stay in the slower pace of summer, with fewer 

responsibilities. But instead, life happened. 

I attended the Worship and Music Conference at Montreat in June, going back to one 

of my favorite places, where I begin to relax and breathe easier when I first crest a hill on 

the highway and see the expanse of the Blue Ridge Mountains opening before me. 

However, on Tuesday of my trip, I woke up with extreme vertigo. Even before I lifted my 

head from the pillow, the world was spinning. And this lasted the whole week, so I had to slow down even more 

and wasn’t able to participate in the conference as much or as fully as I had planned. 

July was fairly uneventful though some vertigo continued to leave me unsteady, but was manageable. I spent 

a week back home in Indian Trail with my family, got caught up on doctors appointments…. My vacation was 

fairly mundane, which is okay for me, but vacations disrupt routine. Then August… 

Hurricane Debby threatened the area, so I went back to Indian Trail a day early to miss driving in the worst of 

it. But then, like several other Edgewood members, I came down with COVID and was sick for more than a week. 

I really didn’t feel well and was lonely even though I was with my family because they were wisely avoiding me 

as much as possible. I came back to Sanford, but still had several days where bed rest was all I could accomplish. 

Finally, after what seemed like forever, I woke up feeling better and tested negative that morning. So, I was able 

to attend the Pastors’ Retreat sponsored by the Presbytery. I was moving slowly, but enjoyed the fellowship and 

theological conversations with my colleagues in ministry.  

So now I’m back, writing this article on my first full day in the office since Debby came to visit. And I’m 

ready for “normal” to resume. Yet, is anything really “normal?” Life is always happening. Something unexpected 

regularly greets us. God interrupts, throws speed bumps in our way to slow us down or sends us on a detour. 

Sometimes it may feel like nothing is certain, everything is up in the air and always changing. Yet, let us remind 

ourselves, that God is faithful and steadfast. Through all the seasons of our lives, God’s presence with us and 

God’s love for us never changes. Scripture tells us that sometimes 

God changes God’s mind (for example, Genesis 6:5-8 and 8:20-

21), but God’s steadfast love for us is faithful and sure, 

unwavering. In Lamentations 3:22-23, we read, “The steadfast 

love of the Lord never ceases, God’s mercies never come to an 

end, they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

When hurricanes beat upon our roofs, when illness knocks us flat, 

when grief floods in, when the unexpected happens, when 

“normal” no longer exists, we can trust in God’s presence with us 

through it all. 

In faith, hope, & love, 

 

 

Newsletter—September 2024 

Back to Normal 

Edgewood Presbyterian Church 



2 

Look Into Luke – Coming in September 
9/3 – Temptations Chapters 2-4 Luke 4:1-30 

9/10 – Galilee Chapters 5-9 Luke 5:17-26, 7:18-22, 7:36-50, 8:22-25, 9:7-9, 9:18-22  

9/17 – Discipleship Chapter 9 Luke 9:51-62 

9/25 – Neighbors Chapter 10 Luke 10:25-37 

If you want to prepare, read the first chapter(s) listed; the second scripture is the focus-text for the lesson. 

Pastor’s Office Hours 

Sunday  

Monday–Wednesday mornings 

Saturday (various times) 

 919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 

Vacation – September 28-October 7 

Upcoming Sermon Topics 

9/1/24 “True Religion”  
  James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-15, 21-23 

9/8/24 “A Change of Heart”  
  James 2:1-17; Mark 7:24-37 

9/15/24 “The Power of the Tongue” 
  Isaiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12  

9/22/24 “Harvest of Righteousness” 
  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

9/29/24 Glory to God Sunday 
  Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; 
  James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

10/6/24  Guest Preacher – World Communion 
 Sunday 

And if you really want to learn more, the study is based on Interpretation Bible Studies: Luke by Thomas W. 
Walker (Westminster John Knox Press, 2001) and Luke by Fred Craddock, part of the Interpretation Bible Series 
(John Knox Press, 1990). 

In faith, hope, and love, 

 

 

September   1   Ron & Dail Dowdy 

   9   Charles &Sandy Dull 

          16   Dale Edwards & Family 

          23   Leslie & Joe Hanna 

          30   Mary Holder 

Prayer Family of the Week 

Head Usher for September 

Teresa Mangum 
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To all who 

were born in 

September! 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

JULY TOTALS 

Receipts     $ 5,858 

Expenses     $ 9,918 

Special Offerings: 

    Backpack Pals      $    99 

Upcoming Special Offerings 

September 1, 2024 

First Sunday Offering 

2 Cents a Meal 

September 8, 2024 

Sarah Wilson Scholarship 

Great News!   

On Sunday, 

September 8, 2024 a 

new Music Director 

will began leading us 

in music during 

worship services.   

A committee was 

selected in June to 

search for a musician 

to lead us in music. 

Committee members were Joyce McGehee, 

Wilson Weathers, Ron Coley, Jeannie Williams, 

Connie Wynn, Trent McSwain, and Dail Dowdy. 

A job description was created and the position 

was posted on the internet. Two people were 

selected for interviews. After interviewing and 

hearing each candidate play, Erin Watson was 

selected to fill the position. 

Erin lives locally and is a part of the 

community. She is married to David Watson and 

they live on Watson Nursery Lane. Her family 

runs Watson’s Nursery. She works full time as the 

music teacher for Broadway school. Her husband, 

David teaches at CCCC. She is excited to join us 

and we are looking forward to her becoming an 

important part of our worship service. Please 

introduce yourself to her and welcome Erin to 

Edgewood. 

Joyce McGehee, Chair 

Volunteers Needed! 

CUOC desperately needs more 

volunteers. A wide variety of jobs are 

available. If you can spare a few hours 

each week to help some people in need in 

our community, please consider 

volunteering at CUOC. See Connie or 

Nancy for more information.
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Christian Education Committee 

 

 

The Christian 

Education Committee 

held the Blessing of the 

Backpacks on August 11 

and gave out bags of 

school supplies to 

students and teachers.   

 

     

      

 

 

     Also at that time, the Sunday 

School Teachers for 2023-2024 

were thanked for their service.  The 

teachers for 2024-2025 were 

named: Teresa Mangum and Steve 

Womack - Nannie Monroe Class, 

Connie Wynn and Jean McSwain—

Mary Olive Smith Class, Nancy 

Mead - Youth, and Stephanie 

Sellars - Children.   

 

 

A flower arrangement in honor of past and present teachers was placed in the 

sanctuary for the worship service. 

 

The new year for Sunday School will start on September 8 with the Youth meeting 

in the fellowship hall and the children in the classroom on the upper level. 

Plans are in the works to organize a Young Adult Sunday School Class.  

Working with Rev. Sara Martin, we will seek to find a suitable time and place to begin this 

fellowship.  Please be in prayer for your willingness to take part in this vital program for the future of 

Edgewood.  We will be active in providing quality programs for Youth and Children. We welcome any 

suggestions you might have for the success of these programs. 

 

Jean McSwain, Chair 
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Communications Committee 

We continue to post pictures on the bulletin 

boards, post worship service videos on Facebook, 

publish the newsletter, maintain the church 

website, and support other committees with 

special requests for printed material. 

Connie Wynn, Chair 

Future Fellowship  Events 

November 17 - 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Missions Committee 

The collection of school 

supplies for the CUOC 

”Back-to-School” project 

was a huge success! We 

delivered 124 lbs. of 

material that you donated to 

this mission project. Kylie 

applied “Edgewood” labels to over 400 items. 

Thanks to everyone who helped! 

Steve Womack, Chair 

Food Donations are always  

appreciated at CUOC. 
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Presbyterian Women 

Ladies of all ages are invited to the First Circle Meeting of 

the new year at 12 noon, Monday, September 9, 2024. We will 

have lunch and install officers. 

Jean McSwain will be the Bible Moderator for 

the Introduction and Lesson One in the 2024-2025 

PW/Horizons Bible Study, “Let Justice Roll Down—

God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation”. 

Ladies, please come and enjoy this time 

of fellowship and Bible Study! 


