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  When I began my Supervised Ministry Internship, the liturgy at the church I was 
at was different than I was used to. I found that I missed, almost viscerally, the 
Assurance of Pardon that I had become accustomed to. So, on those Sundays when I 
preached, I was able to draft the liturgy and included the words that my spirit longed 
to hear each week and which we use here: Friends, believe the good news! In Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven! I love this direct, firm statement of forgiveness that we say to one  
another, as ministers to one another (think “priesthood of all believers” from the Reformation). 

 These words of the Assurance of Pardon bring me comfort. At a different church, at a different time, the 
pastor used the same Prayer for Illumination each week. Other pastors use the same Benediction every time. 
Some pastors vary these elements. But, some elements of worship need to remain the same, such as the Words 
of Institution for Communion or the Lord’s Prayer. Regarding other elements, the pastor can adjust the liturgy 
to fit the season of the church year, the theme of the sermon, or to give new life to worship. “Liturgy” comes 
from Greek words for “the work of the people.” Thus, “liturgy refers to the words of worship, the prayers, 
responses, and songs of the people,”1 as well as the visual elements of my stole, paraments on the pulpit and 
table, banners, etc. 

 I have chosen to keep the Assurance of Pardon, the Prayer for Illumination, and the Benediction the same 
each week, as when I was a congregant, these elements brought me comfort. I have also made a commitment 
to use the Apostles’ Creed on the first and third (and usually fifth) Sundays of each month so that our members 
with vision impairments can participate more easily, but on the second and fourth Sundays, I like to change 
things up so saying what we believe doesn’t become rote and tired. 

 Let me know what elements of worship and the liturgy that are particularly meaningful to you. 

In faith, hope, & love, 

1 Donald Wilson Stake in The ABCs of Worship: A Concise Dictionary, (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1992), 114. 

Upcoming Services & Sermons 

6/1/25 “A Timeless Song” Acts 16:16-34; Luke 24:44-53 Ascension Sunday  

6/8/25 “The Spirit Moves” Acts 2:1-21, 41; John 14:15-17, 25-27 Pentecost Sunday  

6/15/25 “In the Beginning” John 1:1-5, 14-18; Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31 Trinity Sunday 

6/22/25 “The Clothing We Wear” Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:29-39 

6/29/25 Glory to God Sunday – VBS Edition 

7/6/25 “Living Into Freedom” Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Repetition – Rote or Comfort? 
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Bible Study 
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