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Celebrating Communion  

 Our theme for this Lenten season is ñFinding Hope in the Wilderness.ò One 

of our sources for hope, as well as spiritual sustenance, is communion. The 

Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper is rich with symbolism and meaning. According to 

the Book of Order of the PC(USA), ñthe Lordôs Supper (or Eucharist [meaning 

thanksgiving]) is the sign and seal of our communion with the crucified and risen 

Lordò (W-3.0409). We are reminded of the numerous accounts of Jesus feeding and 

eating with people, all sorts of people ï his disciples, the crowds who followed him, 

tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees, his friends. When Jesus was present, there was 

always enough ï enough for everyone, reminding us also of Godôs abundance and 

provision for Godôs people, manna in the wilderness. In and through the Sacrament, we are fed, nourished, 

and equipped to be Godôs faithful disciples in the world. We prepare for communion by repenting, 

confessing our sins, and turning back to God. 

 In celebrating communion, we remember and recall Jesusô body given for us and his blood shed 

for the forgiveness of sins, a sign of the new covenant. And so, we remember Jesusô great love for us and 

Godôs boundless grace. We will celebrate this Sacrament on Maundy Thursday at our joint worship 

service at Jonesboro Presbyterian. During this service, as we remember the last moments of Jesusô life, 

his last evening with his friends, and his approaching arrest, trial, and crucifixion, our celebration is, 

appropriately, a somber and solemn time, Jesusô broken body and shed blood within reach. 

 Yet, the Sacrament of Communion also serves as a reminder of the promise of the heavenly 

banquet that awaits us, the feast that Isaiah mentioned: ñOn this mountain the L of hosts will make 

for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged winesé The L  will wipe away the tears from 

all facesé It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God, for whom we have waited so that God might 

save usé Let us be glad and rejoice in Godôs salvationò (Isaiah 25:6, 8-9). In communion, the Holy 

Spirit unites us with the church and its members in every time and place, including those who have died 

and those whose parents have not yet been born. It is a feast, a family meal for the whole family of God, 

with God as the gracious host. As we reflected in our Lenten Bible Study, or that you might have 

considered in following along with the daily readings, our memories of family meals and gatherings tend 

to be filled with laughter, companionship, good food, and joy. 

 What might it be like to approach the Sacrament of Communion with a posture of joy, celebrating 

the companionship found in the body of Christ, the family of God? Now, Iôm not suggesting making 

communion into a circus, just changing our focus more toward celebration and joy than solemnity. On 

April 6, weôll be celebrating communion during worship and have an opportunity to practice this. The 

gospel text is the story of the Prodigal Son ï or better the story of the Prodigal, for at least two characters 

demonstrate ñwasteful extravagance.ò When the lost son returns home, his father responds by throwing 

him a party, celebrating that his son has been found and is no longer perishing. We often interpret this  
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passage as the immense joy that God has when we repent and turn back to God. Like the woman who finds her 

lost coin or the parent who welcomes a child home, God celebrates our return. Should we not also celebrate the 

open arms that receive us? 

 

In faith, hope, & love, 

 

Pastorôs Office Hours 

Sunday  

MondayïWednesday mornings 

Saturday (various times) 

  919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 

Upcoming Services & Sermons 

4/6/25 ñJust Dessertsò    Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; Psalm 32  Communion Sunday 

4/13/25 ñFrom Shouts of Joy to Cries of Anguishò ï     Palm/Passion Sunday 

  Palm Sunday through Good Friday in the Gospel of Luke 

4/17/25 Communion Service at Jonesboro Presbyterian   Maundy Thursday 

4/18/25 Sanctuary Open for Prayer from 9 am ï 2 pm   Good Friday  

4/20/25 ñAn Idle Taleò     Luke 23:50-24:12; Isaiah 65:17-25  Easter Sunday 

4/27/25 ñOn the Road Againò    Luke 24:13-35 

5/4/25 ñIn our Midstò     Luke 24:36-43 
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Bible Study 
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       7   Jennifer Nicholson 

     10   Milton Torres 

     16   Breanna Edwards 

     20   Eli Martin 

     29   Harold Weathers 

     30   Rachael Williams Stricklin 

Scheduled Special Offerings 

4/6/25 ï Marshall Presbyterian Church 

4/20/25 ï PC(USA) One Great Hour of Sharing 

5/4/25 ï CUOC Backpack Pals 

  6 Rusty, Beth & Brooke Singer 

13 Gerald & Anne Thomas 

20 Ms. Eddie Wade 

27 Debra & Spencer Wall 

Attendance Pads! 

The Presbyterian Women furnished new 

ñAttendance Padsò for the sanctuary through a 

generous donation. 

Please record your attendance each Sunday! 
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Save the Date!  

Christian Education Committee 

An Easter Party will be held April 19, 2025 

from 2 pm until 4 pm. Rev. Sara Martin has 

designed an invitation which will be mailed to 

children on our list and placed at CUOC for 

clients. Stephanie will give invitations to children 

in her care at work. We will have an egg hunt. The 

children will be busy with a craft while the eggs 

are hidden. Goody bags will be given to each child 

to take home after refreshments have been served. 

The next Christian Education Meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, May 14 at 6 pm in the 

fellowship hall. 

Jean McSwainðChair 

Bible School will be held June 25, 26 and 27 

from 6 pm until 8 pm. The title of the Bible School 

will be "True North". Stephanie Sellars, Nancy 

Mead and Kim Dakdouk will be co-directors. 

Communications Committee 

During the month of March, we maintained 

the church website, recorded, edited, posted the 

worship services on Facebook. We developed 

signs and sign-up sheets for the March 30 

Fellowship Luncheon and posted 6 sheets of 

pictures on bulletin boards. 

If you have items of interest that you would 

like to see published on the bulletin boards or in 

the newsletter, please inform Jerry, Patsy, or me. 

Connie Wynn - Chair Spring has arrived! 
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CUOC Food Donation Request for April 

We are asking you to donate a specific food item for CUOC again this month. For the month of 

April, we ask you to donate fruit cups and cups of apple sauce. One fruit cup and one cup of apple sauce 

will be packaged in each backpack for kids. 

March CUOC Food Donations 

Your generous donations 

of food items has been truly 

AMAZING! A total of 140 

pounds of canned food, 

cereal, cereal bars, cooking 

oil and other products were 

delivered from Edgewood to 

CUOC in March for their 

food distribution program. 

THANK YOU! 

Making Animals for CUOC 

Some of our Edgewood ladies met on Friday, March 21, for fellowship and animal stuffing. The 

animals are to be placed in Easter baskets at CUOC and given to young kids in families that receive food 

at the distribution center.  
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Accumulation of Goodies and Easter Baskets for CUOC 

Edgewood donated 142 Easter baskets, 136 handmade stuffed animals, 8 purchased animals, 520 pieces 

of candy, and 74 toys for the Easter Basket Program at CUOC. Your contributions of items and your 

generous contribution of time and effort will make a lot of young kids happy at Easter. THANK YOU! 

On April 1, this Group 

of Edgewood people 

and some CUOC 

volunteers assembled 

151 Easter Baskets at 

CUOC to give to 

young kids in the 

families they serve. 
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Fellowship Committee 

On March 30, we had a Fellowship Luncheon with 29 people 

attending. The committee furnished baked ham and chicken. Many 

other great dishes and desserts were provided by our members. We are 

very blessed to have good cooks (and good shoppers) who are willing 

to prepare food and bring it to these events. We shared some of the 

extra food with some of our shut-ins. And ñThank Youò to our 

decorating committee for making the Fellowship Hall beautiful.  

Debra WallðChair 

Thank you Stephanie and Trish 

for the unique table decorations. 

This is just a few of those who enjoyed 

playing BINGO after lunch. 


