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continuing to ask questions, admitting when we
have doubts, when we’re scared or feel alone. Being
faithful means being honest and authentic, not
trying to hide all of our scars and blemishes from
God, who already sees them and who already
knows us completely (Psalm 139).
     Share your questions with me, with one another,
or with a trusted friend. We might not have any
answers, but you will likely find that you are not
alone. Most of us, if  we’re honest with ourselves,
have questions, quiet doubts, moments of
hesitation. They don’t define us; they don’t change
God’s love for us. We may confess them as sins, as
shortcomings, but we do so knowing that God
loves us, just as we are (see conviction #1).
     In faith, hope, & love,

Newsletter - August 2026
Core Convictions VIII

     In January, I started a series on my core
convictions, those thoughts and beliefs that underlie
what I think, say, and do, and I invited you into
respectful conversation of these ideas as we grow in
our lives of faith together. (The previous
convictions are listed on the next page.) Over the
next few months, the convictions will relate to what
it means to be faithful disciples.
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Faithfulness includes having doubts and
questions as they help us grow and deepen our
life of faith.

     Growing in faith does not come from obediently
and unquestioningly accepting what we are told,
believing what our parents or pastors told us to
believe. Growing in faith happens as we experience
life, as we face challenges and ask questions. The
Book of Job is filled with questions from Job after
everything was taken away from him and he was left
languishing amid the ashes and covered in
“loathsome sores” (2:7). He lamented and
questioned his birth, his continuing existence, the
presence of evil and wicked people in the world. But
in the end, Job declared to God, “I know that you
can do all things and that no purpose of yours can
be thwarted.... Therefore, I have uttered what I did
not understand, things too wonderful for me that I
did not know” (42:2-3).
     Our questions, and even our doubts (remember
Thomas), don’t deter God. They don’t scare God
away. They don’t mark us as unworthy. Instead,
they can be an invitation, a place where God can be
and engage with us, if  we will allow it.
     I am quick to say that I don't know, that I don’t
have all of the answers - none of us do. And that’s
okay. It’s okay that I don’t know what heaven will 

be like or how God can
welcome and love people
who act in truly evil ways.
I don’t know what God’s
judgement will look like,
and that’s okay. 
     Being faithful means
staying in the relationship, 

Rev. Sara Martin
919-770-5791 
sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org

It's official!
Sara and her family are now

Sanford residents!
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The Mystery Appears

The Mystery Discriminates

The Mystery Discloses 

Just bring your Bible and yourself!

Investigating the Mystery
 he    ospel of     arkT G M

Bible Study
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

     When we are lonely, lost, or listless, remind
us of your rainbow promises. Remind us that you
are with us in the storms of life, when the clouds
and mist hide the beauty of creation and block
hope from our hearts. Help us to look up, to see
your rainbow, to know your grace, and to grasp
hold of our hope in Jesus Christ.

AmenAmenAmen

O God,,O God,,O God,,
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a Summer Sermon Seriesa Summer Sermon Series  
on the families of Genesison the families of Genesis

a Summer Sermon Series 
on the families of Genesis

8/2 8/2 **
8/98/9

8/168/16
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8/16

Face ForwardFace Forward

Longing for LoveLonging for Love

Family ReunionFamily Reunion

Face Forward
Longing for Love
Family Reunion

32:22-3132:22-31

37:1-4, 12-2837:1-4, 12-28

45:1-1545:1-15  

32:22-31
37:1-4, 12-28
45:1-15 

Bless This MessBless This MessBless This Mess

*Communion Sunday*Communion Sunday*Communion Sunday

Live in Faith
Live in Harmony
Live in Love
Live in Mercy
Live in Unity

Rom. 12:1-8, Mt. 16:13-20
Rom. 12:9-21, Mt. 16:21-28
Rom. 13:8-14, Mt. 18:15-20
Rom. 14:1-12, Mt. 18:21-35
Phil. 1:21-30, Mt. 20:1-16

Our Life in ChristOur Life in Christ  Our Life in Christ 
8/23
8/30
9/6
9/13
9/20

Previous core convictions:
1.  We are loved, just as we are, by 
     God.
2.  Conviction #1 applies to each
     human being as we are all created 
     in God’s image.
3.  Just as we are loved, so too are we 
     called to love one another, to love 
     each human being.
4.  There is a place for everyone in 
     God’s beloved community.
5.  Diversity is, not only important, 
     but essential for society, creation, 
     and, thus, also God’s beloved 
     community.
6.  Grace abounds, and we should 
     approach life, our reationships, 
     interactions, and activities with 
     grace in mind.
7.  The focus of Christian lfe is not 
     getting into heaven, but following 
     Jesus Christ, being faithful 
     disciples, and living and loving as 
     Jesus did, here and now.

Upcoming Services and Sermons



Head Elder for AugustHead Elder for AugustHead Elder for August
Debra WallDebra WallDebra Wall

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

$
$

- $

6,988.25
10,690.68
3,702.43

Receipts:
Expenses:
Receipts - Expenses:

JUNE:

$
$

- $

50,008.06
67,279.08
17,271.02

Receipts:
Expenses:
Receipts - Expenses:

$ 27.00Backpack Pals - 7/5

TREASURER’S REPORT

JANUARY- JUNE:

Scheduled Special Offerings
2 ¢ a Meal
Wounded Warrior Project
2 ¢ a Meal

8/2/26
8/30/26
9/6/26

Prayer Family of the Week
Jean Lyons
Martha Maddox
Teresa Mangum
Rev. Sara, Adrian, Micah, & Eli Martin
Ernestine & Darrell Matthews

2
9

16
23
30

AugustAugustAugust
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August BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust Birthdays

O Happy Day!O Happy Day!O Happy Day!

Blessing 
of the

Backpacks

Sunday, August 9Sunday, August 9Sunday, August 9
during worship Attention students

and teachers!
     We will be Blessing
the Backpacks of our
students and teachers
during worship on
August 9. Bring your
backpacks, laptop cases,
or briefcases and
participate in the
service!

Happy Birthday to everyone born inAugust!



Fellowship Committee     
The Ice Cream & BINGO Social was a great success! Twenty-nine people came out to eat plenty of ice
cream and play BINGO. Thanks to all our ice cream makers, and those who brought cookies and
donated prizes. We were glad to have our guests from the Lanier Home. Those ladies had a wonderful
time. And a big thank you to our BINGO caller, Dave Mead. He always does a great job.

Debra Wall: Chair
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     On Sunday, July 19, 2026, we were blessed
to have Antonin “Tony” Muller, a former
exchange student from France, treat us to
special music prior to our worship service. We
love it when our friends from afar come back
to visit!

Christian  Education Committee
     Everyone is invited to attend our “Kick Off”
for Sunday School on August 30, at 10:00 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. We will begin with a devotion
by Rev. Sara. We will recognize our Sunday
School teachers for 2026/27. Light refreshments
will be served. There will be no Sunday School
classes that day. Please come and support the
Sunday School and plan to take part this coming
year.

Nancy Mead: Chair

     We printed signs to advertise the Sarah
Wilson School Supply Drive and the Ice
Cream & BINGO Social. We also updated the
church website and posted worship service
videos.

Connie Wynn: Chair

Communications Committee

Plan Ahead

CHURCH PICNIC
4-6 p.m., Saturday, September 25, 2026

We will have hot dogs and hamburgers
with all the trimmings and sides.

And BINGO!
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Photo by: Connie WynnPhoto by: Teresa Seagroves, CUOC

     We delivered 112 pounds of school supplies that we collected for the Sarah Wilson School Supply
Drive to the CUOC to help children in Lee County. Thank you for your support!    

Steve Womack: Chair

Missions Committee

August - BeansAugust - BeansAugust - Beans

Blessings12 Months of12 Months of12 Months of

2026 - A Year of Giving2026 - A Year of Giving2026 - A Year of Giving

canned or driedcanned or driedcanned or dried

Edgewood Supporting the CUOCEdgewood Supporting the CUOCEdgewood Supporting the CUOC

21 pounds of toothbrushes 
and toothpaste!

July!July!July!

The Sarah Wilson 
School Supply Drive



Presbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian Women
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     We will have our annual Presbyterian Women’s “Kick-off Luncheon” for 2026-2027 on Saturday,
August 15, at 11:00 a.m. New officers for the year will be installed. We welcome all women!

     Our first circle meeting for the new year will be Monday, September 14, at 2:00 p.m. We will
begin a new Bible Study, “United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other” from the 2026-2027
PW/Horizons Bible Study. Jean McSwain will lead us in Lesson One, “Unity in Christ, Wisdom
from God.”

     We hope you will join us! Teresa Mangum: Moderator
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