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Reflections on Home

The theme of one of the first Montreat Youth Conferences that I attended was
“Home by Another Way,” recalling Matthew’s story of the magi’s’ decision to avoid
King Herod after they had visited Jesus, the newly born “king of the Jews.” The
theme of my first Montreat Worship and Music Conference in June was “Lead us
Homeward,” following the Psalms of Ascent sung by the people as they went up to
Jerusalem, as they went home.

I think about “home” a lot these days, cautiously phrasing my departures so as not === P ¢
to confuse people were I to say “I’m going home.” For folks here, does that mean I’'m = -
going back to my local residence or does that mean I’m going back to Indian Trail? For my family, does
that mean [ am coming to see them or has my local residence become “home,” supplanting them? For me,
where is my home? Is it just the place in which I reside, where I lay my head most nights? Is it where the
majority of my stuff is? Where my family is? Where my heart is? Does “home” require rootedness or can [
be “home” while roaming?

These questions came to a head last week while I was on vacation in Indian Trail. Originally, I had
planned to only stay part of the week, returning to Sanford for the remainder. My rationale: I am a nester,
meaning I feel most comfortable within my own space, the things I might need or want within reach. My
nest is now in Sanford, where I spend most of my time. So, I had planned to visit my family for part of my
vacation and to snuggle in my nest for the rest — rest as both remainder and repose. My plans weren’t set in
stone, and I ended up spending the whole week in Indian Trail, Sunday to Sunday. I may not have had my
nest, the most comfortable place to sit and be, but I was surrounded by my nestlings, the great joys of my
heart, and their dad.

I was home, enveloped in the comfort, care, and support of my family. And now, I am home again in
Sanford where I can roost in my nest and settle back into the rhythms of the church, that is also home for
me.

The questions about “home” may have been apparent this week, but I didn’t really arrive at any
definitive answers. I realized “home” is polyvalent; it has multiple meanings, depending on the time and
place, the context. Many places can feel and be home for us — a house surrounded by family gathered at the
table; a church within the communion of saints; a garden fragrant with loam and blossoms; an embrace
from a dear friend.

As the Israelites ascended to Jerusalem, they were going home — -3¢
home to the place where God dwelt and with whom they would abide. O €od,,you came and dwelt among *
And maybe that’s also what home is — the place, be it physical, us in Jesus. Teach us to keep your word, to
emotional, or spiritual, where we abide and wait for God, wait for God keep your commandments by loving you
to make a home with us. Jesus said, “Those who love me will keep my and one another fully, so that you will

word and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make your home with us and abide with us
make our home with them” (JOhl’l 1423) always. Even if we must go by another,
) ' unforeseen way, lead us ever homeward to
In faith, hope, & love find our rest in you.
- hope, & love, . | Fmen
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Pastor’s Office Hours
Sunday
Monday—Wednesday mornings
Saturday (various times)
919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org
Study Leave - August 18-20, 2024

‘Upcoming Sermon Topics

8/4/24 “Gifts for Unity”

John 6:24-35; Ephesians 4:1-16

You’re in our

Prayen Family ef the Week
August 4 Catherine Coley

11 Ron Coley

18 Royce & Edna Davis

25 Kim Dakdouk

8/11/24 “Taught by God”
John 6:35, 41-51; Ephesians 4:17-5:2
8/18/24 Guest Preacher
8/25/24 “Choose”
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; John 6:56-69
9/1/24 “True Religion”

James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-15, 23-24
TREASURER’S REPORT
JUNE TOTALS

Receipts $10,519
Expenses $14,345
Special Offerings:
BackPack Pals S 42
VBS (Money for well) S 207

Upcoming Special Offerings

August 4, 2024
First Sunday Offering
CUOC BackPack Pals

August 25, 2024

WOUNDED WARRIOR
PROJECT"

To all who 3¢
cefebi"aﬁng

Head Usher for August
Jonathan Wester

CUOC continues to need more
volunteers. A wide variety of jobs are
available. If you can spare a few hours
each week to help some people in need in
our community, please consider
volunteering at CUOC. See Connie or
Nancy for more information.




Look Into Luke

OK INT E
We tend to think of a singular picture of @K g N O wK
Jesus, a composite of the character found in BIBLE STUDY

the four gospels. While there are similarities Beginning Tuesday, August 13

and a few constants between the gospels, each and ending Wednesday, September\18

gospel writer recorded the story of Jesus to The same class will be taught with two

meet the needs of their audience, interpreting options to attend:

who Jesus was and his message in particular Tuesdays at 7 p.m. &
Wednesdays at 11 a.m.

ways. What does this tell us about Jesus!?
About the church? About us? Just bring your Bible and yourself!

The 1ectionary focuses on adifferent EdgeWOOd Presbyterian Church, SanfOI’d, NC

synoptic gospel each year, and beginning in

December, we will turn to the Gospel According to Luke. So, for six weeks in August and

September, we will look at Luke, Chapters 1-10. Then we will regroup mid-October for another six-
week study of Chapters 11-24.

Join us as we Look into Luke this fall to learn more about who Jesus is... or at least who Luke

thought Jesus is!

If you want to prepare, read the first chapter(s) listed; the second scripture is the focus-text for the

lesson:

8/13 - Introduction — Luke 1:1-4

8/20 - Announcements  Chapter 1 Luke 1:39-56

8/27 - Temptations Chapters 24 Luke 4:1-30

9/3 - Galilee Chapters 59 Luke 5:17-26, 7:18-22, 7:36-50, 8:22-25, 9:79, 9:18-22
9/10 - Discipleship Chapter 9 Luke 9:51-62

9/17 - Neighbors Chapter 10 Luke 10:25-37

And if you really want to learn more, the study is based on Interpretation Bible Studies: Luke by
Thomas W. Walker (Westminster John Knox Press, 2001) and Luke by Fred Craddock, part of the
Interpretation Bible Series (John Knox Press, 1990).

In faith, hope, and love,

St
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Fellowship Committee

Saturday, July 27, we had a good turn out
for the ice cream social, with 22 attending. We
had four homemade churns of ice cream and six
purchased cartons with plenty of toppings of
fruit, sprinkles, syrups and a good variety of
cookies.
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The decorating committee did a great job.
Thank you everyone for bringing all the goodies

and helping to cleanup.
It was good fellowship and relaxing.
Debra Wall, Chair

Thank you Debra for organizing this event.
GREAT JOB as usual!

Ice Cream Social

July 27, 2024 Photos By Connie




Fellowship Committee

Mark your calendar for our Church Picnic
Saturday, September 14, 2024 from 4:00pm
to 6:00 pm. We will have grilled hamburgers
and hot dogs, with all the fixings, along with
baked beans, potato salad, chips, and of
course, desserts and beverages!

Johnny and Chip will
be our Chefs.

We will also play Bingo
and have prizes.

Let's have a great turn out!

Debra Wall, Chair

Communications Committee

Have you checked out the bulletin boards
in the hallway adjacent to the sanctuary, the
board on the wall in front of the pastor’s
study, or the boards in the Fellowship Hall?
We update these boards often to keep you
informed of church related activities. We
added 13 sheets of pictures just this month
alone.

We provided signs and signup sheets for
the Fellowship Committee’s Ice Cream
Social. We printed signs, bulletin inserts, and
240 labels for the Mission Committee’s
CUOC Back to School Project.

The videos of the worship services are
available on the Edgewood Facebook page.

Connie Wynn, Chair

Property and Grounds Committee

New “pull-down” handles
have been installed on the
fire door to the sanctuary.
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A new window air |

conditioner was installed in the Mary Olive
Smith Sunday School Class.

Johnny Sellars, Chair

Everyone is welcome at Sunday School!

Join us for Sunday School. It not only
provides you the opportunity to learn more about
the Bible and the background of our Christian
beliefs, it also gives you the opportunity for
social interaction and fellowship with other
members.




Christian Education Committee

On August 11 bring your
backpack to worship as we
will have a Blessing of the
Backpacks for students of
all ages and teachers who are
returning to school. A
packet of school supplies
will be given to each student present.

The teachers for the past year will be
recognized and the teachers for 2024-2025
will be announced. Teresa Mangum and
Steve Womack will teach the Nannie
Monroe Class, Connie Wynn and Jean
McSwain will teach the Mary Olive Smith
Class. Nancy Mead will teach the Youth
Class. Stephanie Sellars will teach the
children.

The flowers on August 11 are given in
honor of the past and present teachers with
our deepest appreciation for their devoted
service.

Jean McSwain, Chair

Missions Committee

Food donations are always appreciated at
CUOC. We donated 31 Ibs. of food in July.

Steve Womack, Chair

School Supplies for CUOC

Collection Dates:
Begins August 4.
Ends August 18.

Place items
in the
container in
the narthex.

CUOC needs the following school supplies to
distribute to their clients for their school-age kids.

Crayons

Pencils

Pink erasers

Rulers

Pencil Sharpeners

Highlighters

Child Scissors

Notebook Paper (Wide & College Ruled)
Spiral Notebooks (Wide & College Ruled)
3-Ring Binders (1in. & 3in)

Composition Books

Individual hand sanitzer

Individual tissue packs

This label will be
. . You are loved!
apphed to the 1tems Edgewood Presbyterian Church
prays for you, for your success
donated to CUOC by and safety, every day.
Edgewood.

Steve Womack, Chair



Presbyterian Women

All Presbyterian women are invited to the PW brunch on
Saturday, August 10 at 11 a.m. All ages are welcome!
We will:

1 install officers for the coming year,

1 assemble breakfast packs as a mission project for the PW Fall
Gathering, and

1 put name tags on the animals which we have made for the hospitalized
children.

Please come and enjoy this time of fellowship and service!

Saturday, August 17, the Presbytery of Coast
will be held at Carolina Beach Presbyterian Church.
Teresa Mangum, Moderator

Congratulations!

Helen and Harold Weathers were married 66-years ago on
August 2, 1958.

July 28, 2024




