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Worship ABCs – Part I 

 During worship on Pentecost (June 8), I began a mini-series on Worship ABCs, 

discussing the different elements of worship, why we do them, and, maybe, why 

we do them the way we do them. Our community is made up of folks with a 

variety of backgrounds and religious upbrings – even those of us raised in the same 

tradition may have done and learned things differently. Now, my point isnôt to say 

that one way is right or wrong, but to explain the Reformed, Presbyterian tradition, 

and what I have experienced and learned and how I apply it in crafting worship. 

Gathering – Our first act of worship is gathering together, coming into a space 

together – be it in the sanctuary or on zoom – where we are united by a common purpose – to worship God. 

While we can pray, praise, and worship God on our own, public worship, such as we do on Sunday 

morning, is an act of the community of faith. We are drawn together by the Holy Spirit. In this community, 

we find encouragement, support, and companionship. Jesus said, ñFor where two or three are gathered in 

my name, I am there among themò (Matthew 18:20). So, we come from east and west, north and south, and 

we gather together as the body of Christ to worship God. 

Call to Worship & Hymn of Praise – After we gather, we call ourselves to worship and offer praise to God. 

Generally, the call to worship is from or adapted from scripture and focuses us on our purpose for gathering 

and the subject of our worship – God. God calls us together as the body of Christ to worship and praise, and 

God invites us to ñencounteré the Holy One who calls all things into being.ò1 Our first hymn, then, is a 

hymn of praise, celebrating the goodness of God and what God has created. 

Confession, Pardon, & Gloria – The confession and accompanying assurance of pardon are hallmarks of 

Presbyterian and Reformed faith. After we praise God, we realize how we too often fail and forget. When 

we pray together, we acknowledge general sins – the sins of society and of the community. Then we take a 

moment of silence to offer our personal confessions for the ways we donôt live into Godôs intention for us. 

Most importantly, our confession is tied to an assurance of pardon, a reminder of Godôs love and grace and 

our forgiveness. Our sins have been washed away in the waters of our baptism, and Godôs abundant and 

amazing grace allows us to start anew, to try again and again. Thanks be to God! And, in that vein, we often 

sing a Gloria next, praising God for Godôs grace, steadfast love, and forgiveness. 

Song – ñI sing because Iôm happy; I sing because Iôm freeò is the chorus of Hymn #661, ñHis Eye is on the 

Sparrow.ò Why does the author sing? Why do we sing? Because we remember that God watches over us 

and loves us. We sing to praise God and engage our bodies more fully in our worship and praise. A 

common quip is that when we sing, we pray twice! Music in worship has changed since the time of the 

early church, going through phases of simplicity for congregational singing to more elaborate choral 

singing, leaving the people out, and back again. Some of the time, the church has primarily sung psalms, 
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which were originally Jewish songs of praise used in 

the Second Temple. Hymns, based on scripture text 

and/or to express common emotions and experiences, 

became more prevalent. Now, we use hymns and 

psalms interchangeably. When we have a choir to 

share special music, they are not performing; they are 

singing Godôs praise on behalf of the congregation 

and to help lead the congregation in song. According 

to The ABCs of Worship, ñthe true choir in Christian 

worship is the congregation.ò2 Regardless of how we 

sound, we are called to sing and make a joyful noise 

in praise of God! Ultimately, we sing, as our hymnal 

is named, for Glory to God! 

Stay tuned in July for more Worship ABCs! 

In faith, hope, & love,   1 PC(USA) Book of Common Worship (Louisville:  
   Westminster John Knox Press, 2018), 4. 

   2 Donald Wilson Stake in The ABCs of Worship: A Concise  

   Dictionary, (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1992), 41. 

 

919-770-5791 ~ sara.martin@edgewoodpres.org 

* I will be on vacation July 14-20, but will be available by phone/text/email for emergencies. 

Upcoming Services & Sermons 

7/6/25 ñLiving into Freedomò  Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

7/13/25 ñBeing Neighborlyò  Luke 10:25-37; Deuteronomy 30:8-14  Communion Sunday 

7/20/25   Guest Preacher 

7/27/25 ñKnock, Knockéò  Luke 11:1-13; Genesis 18:20-32 

8/3/25 ñBuilding Bigger Barnsò Luke 12:13-21; Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23 

New Bible study begins August 12, 2025 
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July 
Prayer Families 

IŜŀŘ ¦ǎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Wǳƭȅ 

WƻƘƴƴȅ {ŜƭƭŀǊǎ 

Scheduled Special Offerings 

7/6/25 – CUOC Backpack Pals 

8/3/25 – Marshall Presbyterian 

8/17/25—Wounded Warriors 

  6 Thesley & Mary Lee Byrd & Family 

13 Catherine Coley 

20 Ron Coley 

27 Royce & Edna Davis 
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wŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ    Ϸ  фнорΦлл 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ    Ϸ  уомпΦфт 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎΥ 

    aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DƛƊǎ    Ϸ  мфллΦлл 

    aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ   Ϸ    уппΦлл 

    t/¦{! м DǊŜŀǘ IǊΦ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ  Ϸ    мфмΦлл 

 

Thank you Hunter Hoyle for filling in for 

Erin on June 22. You did a great job! 

Finance Committee 

After the Congregational Meeting on June 1, 

we received several questions about the amounts 

in our mutual fund and CDs. These are our ñrainy 

dayò funds in accounts that are not liquid but are 

available for emergencies or to replenish our 

checking account at the end of the year if our 

expenses exceed our income. Speaking of rainy 

days, recently we noticed a small leak in the 

ceiling of Saraôs office. Repairing the leak and/or 

replacing the roof may be needed in the near 

future. Thankfully, we have our "rainy day" funds 

to help cover such costs! 

Keeping up with your annual pledge is a great 

way to help the church stay on top of our 

finances! 

Jonathan Wester—Treasurer 

July 
Birthdays  
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Missions Committee 

For many years, we collected a special offering each September for ñThe Sarah Wilson Scholarship 

Fundò. Those funds were donated to St. Andrews University to be used to provide financial aid to a 

deserving student. The scholarship fund was created in honor of Sarah Wilson, who was a longtime 

member of Edgewood, mother of Jeannie Williams, educator and graduate of Flora McDonald College, 

which later became St. Andrews College and then Saint Andrews University. In May 2025, Saint Andrews 

University closed. The Session decided to continue to honor Sarah Wilsonôs name by calling our annual 

collection of school supplies the ñSarah Wilson School Supply Driveò. We will collect donations of 

school supplies each Sunday in July and donate them to CUOC so they will be available for distribution 

when school opens in August. 

In July, we will continue to support CUOC through our First Sunday loose offering for Backpack Pals. 

On August 3, we will collect donations again to support Marshall Presbyterian Church as they 

continue to recover from Hurricane Helene 

Steve Womack: Chair 
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Edgewood Ice Cream & Cookie Social 

  Saturday, July 26, 2:00-4:00 PM 

 In Church Fellowship Hall
 

This yearôs event will be a little different from 

previous years. We need 4 churns of homemade ice cream 

and 4 containers of purchased ice cream. We are adding 

cookies to the menu this year, homemade or purchased. If 

you have a special cookie recipe and would like to bring a 

batch, we will surely enjoy eating them. A sign-up sheet is 

posted in the hallway outside of the sanctuary. 

We will also show a movie, ñA Beautiful Day in the Neighborhoodò, starring Tom Hanks as Fred 

Rogers (aka Mr. Rogers). 

Debra Wall: Fellowship Committee Chair 

Thank you Fellowship Committee 

Communications Committee 

During the month of June, we performed our routine duties, posted pictures on the bulletin boards, 

updated the website, recorded the worship services and posted them on Facebook. We printed Fatherôs Day 

cards for distribution to Edgewood members and to long-term care patients. 

We took hundreds of pictures at VBS and posted many of them on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

We welcome contributions for our newsletter from our members. If you have some news you would 

like to share, pass it on to Jerry, Patsy, or me. 

Connie Wynn—Chair 
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CUOC Donations 

Thank you for your generous donations to CUOC again during the month of June. We collected 109 

pounds of spaghetti sauce and various other items. 

 

During the month of July, instead of 

requesting a specific food item, we ask 

that you donate school supplies to the 

ñSarah Wilson School Supply Driveò 

for CUOC. Monetary donations are 

also welcome. 

Donations (109 Lbs.) received at CUOC 

Congratulations Brooke! 

Brooke Singer competed in her final National Gymnastics 

competition in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, June 21, 2025. She brought 

home the all-around gold metal having placed 2nd in Vault, 1st in 

Bars, 2nd in Beam, and 1st in Floor, and she qualified for the Jr. 

Olympic Games. Her long journey with Lee County Gymnastics 

as a gymnast has come to an end. She made great friends and 

memories and had some amazing coaches during her career. 


